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From: Richard, Anne

Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 01:02 PM

To: Campbell, Kurt M; Mitchell, Derek J

Cc: Shea, Dorothy C; Clements, Kelly; Sullivan, Jacob J
Subject: Urgent: Pls. ask S to raise Rohingya with T.Sein

Dear Kurt and Derek, B1

Background on Rohingya in Burma: Approximately 800,000 predominantly Muslim Rohingya live in
northern Rakhine State near the Burma-Bangladesh border. Citing restrictive citizenship iaws, Burma
denies the Rohingya citizenship, rendering them stateless. The Rohingya experience severe legal,
economic, and social discrimination. The government limits their ability to travel, marry, study and
work. Perhaps as many as 1.5 million Rohingya have fled to Bangladesh, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia,
Malaysia, Indonesia, and Thailand. Clashes in June between Buddhist Rakhines and Muslim Rohingya
left at least 78 people dead and tens of thousands displaced.
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In response to press coverage of Thein Sein’s remarks, a UNHCR spokeswoman said: "There are no
ground for us to set up refugee camps inside a country where they are supposed to be citizens.”

Thanks in advance for your help!
Anne

From: OpsNewsTicker@state.gov [mailto:OpsNewsTicker@state.gov]
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 11:36 AM

To: NEWS-EAP; NEWS-IO; NEWS-PRM

Subject: UN refugee chief rejects cail to resettle Rohingya (AP)

YANGON, Myanmar - (AP) A U.N. official has rejected a suggestion by Myanmar's president that the world refugee
agency resettle or take care of ethnic Rohingyas who live in the Southeast Asian country.

U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees Antonio Guterres told reporters Thursday it was not his agency's job.

Myanmar denies citizenship to the Rohingya and considers them illegal immigrants from Bangladesh. Some have lived
there generations.

President Thein Sein’s website said he told Guterres in a meeting Wednesday that the solution to ethnic enmity in
Myanmar's western Rakhine state was to either send the Rohingya to a third country or have the UNHCR look after
them.

NewsTickers alert senior Department officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did in its onginal publication and does not contain analysis or commentary
by Department sources.

Anne C. Richard

Assistant Secretary for Population, Refugees & Migration

US Department of State, 2201 C Street, NW Rm. 5805, Washington DC 20520
tel: +1-202-647-7360 e-mail: Richard AC@state.gov
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