
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05792301 Date: 11/30/2015 

RELEASE IN PART 
B6 

From: 	 Mills, Cheryl D <MillsCD@state.gov> 
Sent: 	 Tuesday, August 7, 2012 10:46 AM 
To: 
Subject: 	 Fw: UPDATED TRIP CLIP: AP: Clinton says defections heighten urgency of planning for 

post-Assad Syria 

From: Nuland, Victoria J 
Sent: Tuesday, August 07, 2012 09:57 AM 
To: Sullivan, Jacob J; Reines, Philippe I; Mills, Cheryl D; Carson, Johnnie; Jones, Beth E; 
	 'williamsbarrett 	' <williamsbarrett 	 

Subject: Fw: UPDATED TRIP CUP: AP: Clinton says defections heighten urgency of planning for post-Assad Syria 

From: PA Clips [mailto:paclips@state.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 07, 2012 09:49 AM 
To: PA-Monitoring-Group-DL; NEA-Press-DL; AF-Public Affairs-DL 
Subject: UPDATED TRIP CUP: AP: Clinton says defections heighten urgency of planning for post-Assad Syria 

Clinton says defections heighten urgency 
of planning for post-Assad Syria 
By Associated Press, Updated: Tuesday, August 7, 9:41 AM 

PRETORIA, South Africa — U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton says 
the defections of Syria's prime minister and other senior officials increase the 
urgency of planning for the ouster of Syrian President Bashar Assad. 

Clinton was in the South African capital Tuesday when she told reporters that it is 
important to make sure that Syrian state institutions remain intact once Assad 
loses his grip on power. 

Clinton spoke a day after the defection of Prime Minister Riad Hijab, the latest in 
a string of high-level departures from the Assad regime. 

She said the opposition is becoming increasingly effective and better armed, but 
that "this terrible violence" has been hard on the Syrian people. 

Clinton said she would raise these issues when she travels to Turkey for talks on 
Syria on Saturday. 
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