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From: OpsNewsTicker

Sent: Friday, February 24, 2012 02:43 PM

To: NEWS-Mahogany

. Subject: "Friends of Syria" to recognize SNC soon (Reuters)

TUNIS (Reuters) - Western and Arab powers will probably recognise the Syrian National Council as the
legitimate representative of the Syrian people during the next meeting of the "Friends of Syria" group in
Turkey, the Tunisian foreign minister said.

Rafik Abdessalem, who chaired the inaugural "Friends of Syria" meeting in the Tunisian capital, said of the
recognition issue: "We have gone half the way and we will probably do the other half in Turkey."

He also said the meeting had backed an Arab League demand for a joint Arab and United Nations force to
help end the violence in Syria. However, this point was not included in the meeting's final communique.

News Tickers alert senior Department officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did in its original pubiication and does not contain analysis or commentary
by Department sources. . . )
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