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From: Mills, Cheryl D <MillsCD@state.gov>

Sent: Monday, May 7, 2012 7:32 AM

To: H

Subject: FW: Iraq court rules to release Hezbollah prisoner (AP)

From: OpsNewsTicker

Sent: Monday, May 07, 2012 7:22 AM

To: NEWS-Mahogany

Subject: Iraq court rules to release Hezbollah prisoner (AP)

BAGHDAD (AP) - An Iraqi court declared a Hezbollah commander captured last year and accused of killing
U.S. solders in Iraq in 2007 not guilty for lack of evidence and ruled he be set free.

The case of Ali Mussa Daqduq has been a thorn in diplomatic relations between Baghdad and Washington
since the American military pullout last December.

U.S. terror experts have described Daqduq as among "the worst of the worst" militants who would remain a
severe threat to Americans if freed.

His attorney, Abdul-Mahdi al-Mitairi, said an Iraqi judge May 7 found there wasn't enough evidence to keep
Daqdugq in jail. The verdict will be appealed automatically.

Daqdugq is a Lebanese commander for Hezbollah, a Shiite militant group linked to numerous deadly attacks.

NewsTickers alert senior Department officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did in its original publication and does not contain analysis or commentary
by Department sources.
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