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From: Smith, Gayle E. [mailto;] ]

Sent: Wednesday, December 07, 2011 06:04 PM

To: Ahmed, Salman (USUN); Milis, Cheryl D; Cousin, Ertharin; Anderson, Brooke < >

Cc: Rice, Susan E (USUN); Pan, Michael (USUN)
Subject: RE: WFP

From: Ahmed, Salman (USUN) [mailto:AhmedSAL@state.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, December 07, 2011 5:48 PM

To: Ahmed, Salman (USUN); Mills, Cheryl D; Smith, Gayle E.; Cousin, Ertharin; Anderson, Brocke
Cc: Rice, Susan E (USUN); Pan, Michael (USUN)

Subject: RE: WFP

(Resending with correct email address for BDA)
CLOSE HOLD: No further distro pls

November 30, 2011
Dear Secre'taryFGeneral Ban Ki-moon:

We, professionals working to eliminate hunger and to achieve the first Millennium Development Goal, wish to express
our very strong support for a second term for Josette Sheeran as Executive Director of the UN World Food Program.
Many of us participated in the UN Millennium Project Task Force on Hunger, which in 2005 recommended to the UN
General Assembly that food aid be coupled with smallholder family food production and nutrition in Africa and other
hungry regions. We emphasized that 90 percent of the hungry people in the world are chronically hungry and
malnourished, and that most of them live in rural farm households of Africa. The remaining 10 percent are.the acutely
hungry, victims of wars, drought or other catastrophes and most of them live in refugee camps like Daadab where they
are incapable of growing their own food. We noted that it costs six times as much to send one ton of maize to Africa
from the US Food Aid program than it costs for African farmers to buy the high-yield seeds and fertilizers needed to
grow that extra ton of maize.
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When Ms. Sheeran took over the leadership of the World Food Program in 2007, she was faced with enormous demands
to help feed the hungry in the face of spiraling food prices. Rather than continuing with a business-as-usual approach,
she launched a new era for the World Food Programme. Ms Sheeran developed a new approach for WFP, one which the
agency’s food stocks in Africa come from African farmers themselves. This bold step not only created a very significant
income stream for the chronically hungry, but also effectively linked food aid with increased food production in Africa, a
powerful combination. Ms. Sheeran also took strong measures to increase the nutritional content of food aid so that
proteins and vitamins are included in a more diverse diet for primary school children. She has opened new hopes for
countless millions of Africa’s hungry, and hunger-stricken people in other parts of the world.

We strongly feel that continuation of her leadership role in the World Food Program is not only highly deserved but also
a powerful way to continue to help the hungry and malnourished people of Africa, and elsewhere, to achieve the
Millennium Development Goal to reduce hunger by at least half by 2015.

Sincerely,

Pedro A. Sanchez '

Senior Research Scholar, Columbia University Earth Institute
Co-chair, UN Millennium Project Hunger Task Force

2002 World Food Prize Laureate

Glenn Denning, PhD

Professor of Professional Practice
School of International and Public Affairs
Columbia University Earth Institute

Monty Jones, PhD, DSc; 2004 World Food Prize Laureate
Executive Director, Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA)
Chair of GFAR

Professor Timothy G. Reeves FTSE

Melbourne School of Land and Environment

University of Melbourne, Australia

and Chair, Primary Industries Climate Challenges Centre Board of Management
University of Melbourne and Department of Primary Industries, Victoria

Dr. William Dar

Director General

International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics
Andhra Pradesh, India

Dr. Johnson Nkuuhe

Millennium Villages Project (MVP) Coordinator, UNDP

Senior Research Scholar, adjunct, Columbia University Earth Institute
former Millennium Development Goals (MDG) Support Advisor

Don S. Doering
Consultant
UN Millennium Project Hunger Task Force

Peter Matlon

Professor of Applied Economics and Management, Adjunct
Cornell University
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Prof. drs. J.W. Eenhoorn
Foodsecurity and Entrepreneurship
Wageningen University

Lars Arne Wiersholm
Consultant, former Yara International

Prof M S Swaminathan

Chairman, National Commission on Farmers, Govt. of India
President, Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs
Chairman, M S Swaminathan Research Foundation

David Rafael Fior
Business Head Cotton
Armajaro Cotton Ghana Limited

Freddie Kwesiga
Resident Representative
African Development Bank

Bashir Jama
Director, Soil Health Program

Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa

Dr. Philip Dobie
UN Millennium Project Hunger Task Force Member

Richard Beahrs
" Senior Advisor, Revolution Foods
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