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RELEASE IN PART B6 

From: 	 Sullivan, Jacob J <SullivanJJ@state.gov> 
Sent: 	 Tuesday, November 15, 2011 4:18 PM 
To: 
Subject: 	 Fw: Politico: Poll: Afghanistan turns from Taliban 

Fyi 

From: Gottlieb, Mike [mailto: 	 
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 01:11 PM 
To: Sullivan, Jacob 3 
Subject: FW: Politico: Poll: Afghanistan turns from Taliban 

Encouraging. 

From: Cunnane, Pat 
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 12:18 PM 
To: Alhassani, Mehdi K.; Anderson, Brooke; Arguelles, Adam; Barkoff, Kendra; Bartoloni, Kristen; Bates, Andrew J.; 
Borrin, Danielle; Bradsher, Tanya; Buffa, Nikki; Canegallo, Kristie A.; Carney, Jay; Cohen, Rachel; Compton, Matthew; 
Cunnane, Pat; De, Rajesh; Dean, Laura; Favreau, Jon; Finan, Christopher; Finer, Jonathan J.; Gottlieb, Mike; Govashiri, 
Ferial; Hayden, Caitlin; Holzer, Benjamin; Hopkins, Marissa C.; Hughes, Caroline E.; Inouye, Shin; Jenkins, Brad; Lepow, 
Brandon D.; Lundeberg, Greta; McDonough, Denis R.; Pelton, Erin; Pfeiffer, Dan; Phillips, Macon; Rangel, Antoinette N.; 
Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Rodriguez, Miguel; Ruemmler, Kathryn H.; Schmidt, Howard; Selak, Dawn; Shapiro, Nicholas S.; 
Siegel, Julie; Smith, Jamie; Smith, Marissa; Speirs, Steph; Spence, Matthew J.; Traber, Alexandra; Turk, David; 
Updegrove, Laura; Vietor, Tommy; Vinograd, Samantha; Wozniak, Natalie S.; Zafar, Shaarik; Allen, Elizabeth M.; 
Anderson, Brooke; Brennan, John 0.; Burke, Jordan; Dealy, Loren; DL-NSS-AFPAK; Kolachalam, Namrata; Lee, Jesse C.; 
Plouffe, David; Vogel, Matthew A.; Wade, David L. 
Subject: Politico: Poll: Afghanistan turns from Taliban 

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1111/68399.html  

Poll: Afghanistan turns from Taliban 
By: Tim Mak 	• 
November 15, 2011 12:02 PM EST 

In what could be a welcome development for U.S. policy makers, a new survey in Afghanistan 
shows that support for the Taliban has dramatically declined over the last two years. 

The percentage of respondents who say they sympathize with the Taliban has dropped to 29 
percent, compared with 56 percent in 2009 and 40 percent last year, according to a poll by the 
Asia Foundation,  a San Francisco-based NGO. The poll was partly funded by the U.S. Agency for 
International Development. 

This low level of approval for the Taliban  is coupled with a high level of support for the 
government's reconciliation and negotiation efforts with armed opposition groups. In fact, 82 
percent of Afghans prefer a political settlement. 

The survey found that self-reported economic conditions are improving, as the percentage that 
reported financial well-being jumped from 31 percent in 2009 to 43 percent in 2011, the poll 
showed. 
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Meanwhile, there is slight optimism for the future of the country. This year, nearly half of the 
respondents, 46 percent say that the country is moving in the right direction. The majority of 
respondents report satisfaction with basic needs, such as education for children (73 percent), 
clean drinking water (70 percent) and the availability of clinics and hospitals (57 percent). 

However, this is to be contrasted by the fact that 35 percent of Afghans think the country is moving 
in the wrong direction, an increase of 8 percent since 2010. Insecurity due to attacks, violence and 
terrorism is identified as the biggest problem in Afghanistan (38 percent), followed by 
unemployment (23 percent) and corruption (21 percent). 

The survey took place between July 2 and August 11, and involved face-to-face interviews with 
6,348 Afghan citizens across all 34 provinces. 
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