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(SBU)|

(SBU) Waha Group returns: In a November 16 meeting with Ambassador, country managers of the three U.S. firms
comprising the Waha Group (Marathon, ConocoPhillips and AmeradaHess) said meetings with its Libyan joint venture
partner and the National Oil Company this week were “extremely positive” and that they were encouraged by an
apparent sea change in teh NOC’s attitude toward its U.S. partners. The Waha Group, the only majors that have not yet
resumed production in Libya, will visit its fields for the first time in the coming weeks and will be producing 50,000~
70,000 bpd before ramping up to 100,000 bpd by year’s end. The consortium will have to invest in some replacement
parts and logistical equipment before it returns to last year’s production levels of 350,000 bpd. Initial production will
come from its Samah and Dahrah, deemed the safest of its oil fields, while larger fields closer to Sirte still face security
issues.

(SBU) Waha continued: The TNC likely will announce the formation of a Ministry of Petroleum in this interim period that
will assume the regulatory role previously exercised by the NOC, they said. The favored candidate to lead the Ministry is
Abdulrahman Benyeza, a respected and knowledgeable technocrat educated at the University of Texas. The TNC and
NOC will be focused on production restoration for the next 18-24 months and it is unlikely they will risk the loss of time
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and money in reviewing contracts during this period. They welcomed a shift in attitude toward “partnership,” and noted
with optimism that the country’s reconstruction will provide an economic driver largely absent from the Qadhafi-era
kleptocracy.

(SBU) CBL assets: Sami Rais, the Central Bank of Libya lead on frozen assets, said he is planning a tour of Washington,
London and New York to appeal to the US, UK and UN to delist the CBL and lift remaining restrictions on its assets. Rais
said the TNC will need funds to carry out any weapons-buyback programs and resolve the domestic liquidity crunch.

(SBU) IAEA: According to UNSMIL, IAEA is planning to visit Libya in early December. Based on Libya’s full compliance
with its HEU obligations in December 2009, the IAEA is satisfied that all of the GOL’s former nuclear weapons facilities
are under appropriate safeguards but is concerned about the medical and commercial uses of cobalt and uranium.

(SBU) Libya Al-Ahrar TV: In a meeting with PAO, Libya Al-Ahrar Executive Manager Seraj Beshti dismissed rumors about
Qatar's purported "60 days' notice" and eventual expulsion order for the network to leave Doha. Beshti noted that

some financial issues have arisen with the Qatari government; salaries are delayed and at some point the Qataris did ask
the network to reduce its staff footprint. However, Beshti affirmed that Doha has never interfered with the channel
programming or news editorials. Beshti said that within the network's offices there is debate about the proper role and
longevity of Minister of Communications Mahmoud Shammam's tenure at the station. Although Shammam founded the
network, there is growing discomfort with him retaining a management position -- albeit an absentee position -- while
retaining a government post in Tripoli. Following November 14 protests by the Warshafana tribe regarding comments
made by Shammam, the network issued a formal apology but further stoked debate and dissent within the network’s
offices regarding Shammam’s role. '
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