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RELEASE IN FULL 

From: 	 Abedin, Huma <AbedinH©state.gov> 
Sent: 	 Saturday, October 15, 2011 1:55 PM 
To: 
Subject: 	 Fw: Israeli president begins pardoning Palestinians (AP) 

From: OpsNewsTicker 
Sent: Saturday, October 15, 2011 01:51 PM 
To: NEWS-Mahogany; NEWS-NEA 
Subject: Israeli president begins pardoning Palestinians (AP) 

JERUSALEM (AP) - Israel's president has begun the process of formally pardoning hundreds of Palestinian 
prisoners who are to be released in exchange for an Israeli soldier held by Gaza militants for five years. 

A spokeswoman for President Shimon Peres says he received the prisoners' files on Saturday and has 48 
hours to sign the pardons. The swap will likely happen Tuesday. 

Under the deal, 1,027 Palestinians will released in two stages in return for Sgt. Gilad Schalit, who was 
captured by Hamas-backed militants in a 2006 cross-border raid. 

The list of prisoners included in the deal is to be publicly released, and in a mostly symbolic gesture, the 
public will be able to raise appeals. 

Among those to be freed are Palestinians who planned suicide bombings. 

NewsTickers alert senior Department officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did in its original publication and does not contain analysis or commentary 
by Department sources. 
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