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From: 	 Abedin, Huma <AbedinH@state.gov> 
Sent: 	 Wednesday, September 14, 2011 11:49 AM 
To: 
Subject: 	 Fw: Sarkozy plans visit to Libya on Thursday - media (Reuters) 

From: OpsNewsTicker 
Sent: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 11:44 AM 
To: NEWS-Mahogany 
Cc: SES-0 
Subject: Sarkozy plans visit to Libya on Thursday - media (Reuters) 

PARIS, Sept 14 (Reuters).- French President Nicolas Sarkozy is planning a trip to Libya on Thursday, the 
French magazine Marianne reported, in what would be the first visit by a foreign head of state since the toppling 
of Muammar Gaddafi. 

The visit would give Sarkozy, who pushed Western powers to help Libyan rebels in their uprising against 
Gaddafi and faces an election in eight months, a chance to tout the success of a NATO air campaign in which 
France played a key part. 

The newspaper Le Figaro said the trip could include stops in both Tripoli and Benghazi, the birthplace of the 
uprising. 

Marianne reported on its website that Sarkozy would depart for his surprise trip to Libya with nearly 80 riot 
police, who had been instructed to be ready for departure aboard a military airplane on Wednesday night. 

The trip is not posted on the president's official agenda and the Elysee presidential palace did not confirm it. 
It noted that Sarkozy had said he wished to visit Libya when circumstances allowed, and that the security 
situation meant any visit was unlikely to be announced in advance. 

News Tickers alert senior Department officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did in its original publication and does not contain analysis or commentary 
by Department sources. 
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