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From: Abedin, Huma <AbedinH@state.gov>

Sent: Sunday, March 27, 2011 2:56 AM

To: H ,

Subject: Fw: Hamas military wing says it won't guarantee Abbas' safety in Gaza (Haaretz)

From: OpsNewsTicker@state.gov <OpsNewsTicker@state.gov>

To: NEWS-NEA; SES-O_Shift-I; SES-O_0S; NEWS-Mahogany

Sent: Sun Mar 27 01:29:48 2011

Subject: Hamas military wing says it won't guarantee Abbas' safety in Gaza (Haaretz)

Haaretz - Senior members of Hamas' military wing told aides of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas that it
would not guarantee the Fatah leader's safety if he visited the Gaza Strip, Haaretz has learned.

PA officials interpreted these statements as a threat to Abbas. As of last night, an Abbas trip to Gaza for
reconciliation talks with Hamas has been dropped from the agenda.

Hamas also announced yesterday that all Palestinian factions in Gaza have agreed to abide by a cease-fire if
Israel halts its attacks in the Strip. Hamas met with Islamic Jihad, the Popular Resistance Committees and the
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine to discuss the rising tensions in the south.

Some Palestinian commentators attributed the increase in hostilities with Israel to Hamas Prime Minister
Ismail Haniyeh's proposal that Abbas visit Gaza for reconciliation talks. In résponse, Abbas declared that he
would be willing to travel to Gaza "as early as tomorrow" for negotiations on a unity government with Hamas.

NewsTickers alert senior Department officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did in its original publication and does not contain analysis or commentary
" by Department sources.
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