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RELEASE IN PART B6 

From: 	 Mills, Cheryl D <MillsCD@state.gov> 
Sent: 	 Friday, June 17, 2011 8:21 PM 
To: 
Subject: 	 Fw: Cable/wendy 

	Original Message 	 
From: Klevorick, Caitlin B 
Sent: Friday, June 17, 2011 06:30 PM 
To: Mills, Cheryl D 
Subject: Cable/wendy 

	Original Message 	  
From: Wendy Sherman 
Sent: Friday, June 17, 2(:411 06:24 PM 
To: Klevorick, Caitlin B; Samuelson, Heather F 
Cc: Erin Cochran 
Subject: Nice start 

Caitlin, 
Pretty good job-- thanks so much for all of your effort. Could do without headline but can't have everything. On to Kurtz 
if you think makes sense. 
Wendy 
GOP fangs out for Wendy Sherman •  

Posted By Josh Rogin 	Friday, June 17, 2011 - 6:10 PM 

In the GOP's latest salvo in its campaign against Obama nominees, conservatives didn't even wait for Wendy Sherman to 
be nominated as the next undersecretary of State for Policy before attacking her suitability for the post. 

The Cable first reported on May 25 that Sherman is the "leading candidate" to replace Bill Burns, who was nominated as 
Deputy Secretary of State Jim Steinberg's replacement. Currently the vice chair of the Albright Stonebridge Group, 
Sherman was counselor to Secretary of State Madeline Albright, where she also held the role of North Korea policy 
coordinator. She served as assistant secretary of State for legislative affairs from 1993 to 1996 under Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. She is also chair of the board of directors of Oxfam America and serves on the U.S. Department of 
Defense's Defense Policy Board. 

President Obama hasn't actually announced his intention to nominate Sherman. Our sources say the nomination is all 
but certain -- although nothing is 100 percent certain until it's announced. Meanwhile, those on the right who are 
opposed to her nomination have begun airing their concerns in the media. 

Over at Washington Post's Right Turn blog, conservative writer Jennifer Rubin has posted three pieces on Sherman this 
week. The first one on June 14 contended that Sherman's tenure as a key official on North Korea policy was not an 
unqualified success. "She was a key player, at then-Secretary of State Madeleine Albright's side in negotiating the North 
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Korea deal that is generally regarded as a farce and a failure," Rubin wrote. She also quoted conservative writer Claudia 
Rosett, who named Sherman as "part of the Clinton team that brought us some of the worst appeasement of North 
Korea." 

Rubin then speculated that Sherman might have represented the Chinese government or a Chinese state-owned 
company while at Stonebridge. Rubin quotes a "Senate advisor" as saying, "Senators will specifically want to know if the 
prospective nominee for the number 3 position in the State Department has lobbied for the People's Republic of China." 

Rubin's second post on Sherman June 15 quoted former State Department official John Bolton as saying Sherman was 
"centrally involved" in a North Korea policy that amounted to "appeasement." 

Rubin's third post today focuses on Sherman's tenure as head of the Fannie Mae Foundation from 1996 to 1997. The 
destructive behavior of Fannie Mae, which the New York Times' David Brooks said "helped sink the American economy," 
largely were perpetrated after Sherman left, but Rubin nonetheless asserts, "Sherman had left by 2001 but surely her 
role in the debacle-in-the-making should be cause for concern." 

We went to our administration sources to see how they were planning to respond to the already heated attacks on their 
potential high-level nominee. Administration officials were reluctant to engage in a media war over a nominee who has 
yet even to be named, but spelled out their current thinking about the charges leveled against Sherman. 

One administration official bristled at Rubin's insinuation that Sherman worked as a lobbyist, perhaps even for the 
Chinese, while at Stonebridge. Sherman was never a lobbyist, was never representing a foreign agent, and as such was 
never registered as a lobbyist or a representative of foreign interests. 

"If you look at who Wendy's clients are that have been public, they are household names like Coke, BMW, and Pew 
Global attitudes. These are items you see every day," the official said. 

Moreover, when Sherman worked for the Fannie Mae Foundation, it was a 501(c)(3) entity - a tax-exempt, non-profit 
organization -- and she was never paid directly by Fannie Mae. The foundation was combined with the corporation after 
her departure. 

One talking point that's sure to come up, if and when she is nominated, is the fact that Sherman was confirmed by a 
Republican Senate in 1997 to be State Department counselor, and approved by a Republican Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee led at the time by Sen. Jesse Helms. And this was after her time at the Fannie Mae Foundation. 

"It's a bit ironic to bring this up now, considering the GOP actually confirmed her after she worked there," the official 
said. 

Overall, administration sources close to the issue are aware they may in for a battle over Sherman's nomination, but 
they feel they have a strong argument and a strong nominee who can weather the storm. 

"It's interesting that people are starting extraordinary fishing expeditions when there's no nomination," the official said. 
"But it just speaks to Wendy's professional qualifications and abilities, the lengths to which people are digging around." 

Wendy R. Sherman 
Vice Chair 
Albright Stonebridge Group 
1101 New York Ave. NW 
Suite 900 
Washington,DC 20005 
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