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From: Abedin, Huma <AbedinH@state.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, June 7, 2011 6:50 AM

To: H

Subject: Fw: Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood legalized as party (AP)

From: OpsNewsTicker

Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2011 06:47 AM

To: NEWS-Egypt; NEWS-Mahogany; SES-O

Subject: Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood legalized as party (AP)

CAIRO - (AP) Egypt's official news agency says the long banned Muslim Brotherhood has been recognized
as the Freedom and Justice Party.

The announcement Tuesday would allow the group to run in parliamentary elections set for September.

The Brotherhood is considered one of Egypt's best organized blocs following the fall of longtime President
Hosni Mubarak in February. It was founded in 1928 but outlawed since 1954.

Even so, it has built and maintained a powerful social welfare network. Its candidates, running as
independents, won 20 percent of the vote in a 2005 parliamentary election.

The group has said it plans to field candidates in about half of Egypt's districts.

To qualify as a party under new regulations, the party has declared it will be open to Muslims, Christians and
women. :

NewsTickers alert senior Department officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did in its original publication and does not contain analysis or commentary
by Department sources. :
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