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From: Abedin, Huma <AbedinH®@state.gov>

Sent: _ Wednesday, March 16, 2011 7:50 AM

To: H '

Subject: Fw: Abbas says he won't run for re-election (AP)
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From: OpsNewsTicker@state.gov <OpsNewsTicker@state.gov>
To: NEWS-Mahogany; NEWS-NEA

Cc: SES-O_Shift-1I; SES-O_OS; SES-O_SWO
Sent: Wed Mar 16 07:42:39 2011
Subject: Abbas says he won't run for re-election (AP)

RAMALLAH (AP) - The Palestinian president says he won't run for re-election. This is the first time Mahmoud
Abbas has said explicitly he won't seek another term.

In a speech Wednesday to political allies, Abbas also said he is willing to travel to the Gaza Strip to promote
reconciliation between the feuding Palestinian territories and form a united government.

Abbas' plan includes new elections within six months. But he says he wouldn't run for president again.
However, it's not clear that elections will be held because Abbas says they cannot take place if the West Bank
and Gaza don't reunite.

NewsTickers alert senior Department officials to braakmg news. This item appears as it did in its original publication and does not contain analys:s or commentary
by Department sources.
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