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From: 	 Abedin, Hume <AbedinH@state.gov> 

Sent: 	 Wednesday, January 19, 2011 6:11 AM 

To: 

Subject: 	 Fw: Saudi Arabia ends effort to mediate in Lebanon (AP) 

From: OpsNewsTicker@state.gov  <OpsNewsTicker@state.gov> 
To: NEWS-NEA; SES-O_Shift-I; SES-0_0S; NEWS-Mahogany 
Sent: Wed Jan 19 04:39:53 2011 
Subject: Saudi Arabia ends effort to mediate in Lebanon (AP) 

BEIRUT (AP) - Saudi Arabia's foreign minister says his country has abandoned efforts to mediate in Lebanon's political crisis. The 
decision is also a blow to the influence Washington was able to maintain in Lebanon through its key ally Saudi Arabia. Western-
backed political factions are jockeying for power in Lebanon with the Shiite militant group Hizballah and its allies. In an interview 
January 19 with the Saudi-owned Al-Arablya TV, Foreign Minister Saud al-Faisal said the Saudi king has decided he is "withdrawing 
his hand" from Lebanon. Lebanon is enduring a political crisis stemming from a UN court investigating the assassination of a former 
Lebanese prime minister. Hizballah is expected to face indictment. 

News Tickers alert senior Department officials to breaking news. This product reflects the gist of the stories as presented in their original publications and does not 
contain analysis or commentary by Department sources. 
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