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RELEASE IN FULL 

From: 	 Abedin, Huma <AbedinH@state.gov> 

Sent: 	 Thursday, January 6, 2011 7:08 PM 

To: 
Subject: 	 Fw: EU's Ashton wants Quartet Mideast talks in February (Reuters) 

Looks like this is coming together for munich fyi. 

From: OpsNewsTicker@state.gov  <OpsNewsTicker@state.gov> 
To: NEWS-Mahogany 
Cc: SES-O_SWO; SES-O_OS 
Sent: Thu Jan 06 10:52:53 2011 
Subject: EU's Ashton wants Quartet Mideast talks in February (Reuters) 

BETHLEHEM (Reuters) - The EU foreign policy chief called on January 6 for the Quartet of Middle East 
mediators to meet early next month to help Israel and the Palestinians overcome a deadlock in peace talks. With 
negotiations in limbo for the past three months, the European Union's Catherine Ashton said the EU, Russia, the 
United States and United Nations should schedule a high-level meeting to revive the peace process and put it 
back on track. "I propose the Quartet meet as soon as possible to help find a solution to the current impasse. The 
Munich Security Conference in early February offers a good opportunity," Ashton said at the end of a two-day 
visit to Israel and the Palestinian territories. "My trip to the region so early in the year is an expression of my 
personal commitment and that of the European Union and its 27 member states to peace in the Middle East," 
she said. "I have urged both Israelis and Palestinians to find a satisfactory way to engage without delay in 
substantive negotiations on all final-status issues. There is no alternative to a negotiated solution," she added in 
a statement. 

News Tickers alert senior Department officials to breaking news. This product reflects the gist of the stories as presented in their original publications and does not 
contain analysis or commentary by Department sources. 
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