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From: Neera Tanden
Sent: Monday, November 1, 2010 11:35 PM
To: H .

Hi Hillary,

I hope you are enjoying your travels. I'm trying to keep the Go, Fight, Win spirit, but I must confess,

it's a bit hard.

I promise I will do this rarely, if at all, in the future, but I am once again sending my column. This
time I am doing so because it references you and also because it created some buzz reiated to the
primaries.

Looking forward to seeing you in December.

Neera

The Female Factor

{ow the Democratls can regain women's faith—and fighi jor their interests.
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MORE FROM THIS AUTHOR
Neera Tanden: How Obama Can Win the Battie Over the Econcmy
What Will it Take ror the Laft to Rally Beiind Obama Again?

Tanden: Why Liberal Dissatisfaction With Obama Is Way Overblown

Last week, as Democratic candidates across the country reached out to famale voters in the final swing
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before Election Day. the White Ho '-"eln' sed a report on how e praswisnt’s economuc agenda balys
woenen, The mpef tnighli gl s the Cbaraa’s administration’s {ﬁ" vts and accompiishments on behalf of
WOMEN'S ECONOMIC SHCCEss—atall ‘ﬂum" wes3 expansion that heips female business owners, jobs tax credits
that will help women {and men;} find jobs, and laws to enforee egual pay for equal work, among other
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initiatives. Yet the report passed with litile fanfare and even less media attention—like so many other
aspects of the president’s remarkably pro-woman policy agenda.

It's almost tragic how this agenda has fallen under the radar during Obama’s first two years in office. We
hear too often about abortion’s controversial role in the year-long health care negotiations—but not
enough about other women-centered issues that, after being promoted by activists for years, have finally
made it into legislation. These go beyond the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act. The American Reinvestment
and Recovery Act dramatically expanded child care provisions and Head Start. The health care bill
contained over $1 billion to support nurses visiting new and expectant mothers at home, a program that
women’s groups and economists alike have champicned as a smart investment. An even bigger victory is

1

the CLASS Act, also part of the health care bill, which provides a basic cash benefit to people (cften

women) whc are taking care of the elderly at home.

Yet I can probably count on my hand the number of people, including women, who actually know about

thiese new laws. Amid the din of bad news about the econ o*ny and misinformation about heaith care
reform, these policies don’t stand a chance, sadly, of getting much media coverage. 1t doesn’t help that the
Dermocrats ha‘w 't done encugh o shine a public spo’chgvh‘c on them.

But theyv could soon be los? inan even ie yer zhyss: The rampant individualism and free-mark

fundamentalism supported by the Republican Party, which seems on the ‘;?:r-ecinfice of con’iroﬁim e
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House and possibly the Senate, could 'mdo these inttlatives entively. What's mow, the new Republican

ren Y 13 . R - et aT=% >y 3 " 3y o ot es = ., o o~
wave could mute the voice of women and their most important advocates on the national stage.
Tue Tea Fiﬂﬁ“ﬁil@&%, fugled by wealtthy muitimillionaires, are runsing exviveme candidates—inciuding
ad Chyiating v \ 0 vet 196 o s hele women
women like Sharr nd Christine O"Donnell—who want {0 get vic of policles that help wowmen the
most. If the health cure hill gets repealed, for instance, the new SYOVISIONS o7 zc-;’).gv-term care would oot
doa eyt £ Avmenot el +
the window, making decades worth of adveeacy work moot.
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iose one of its most powertul women: Speaker ] fancy Pelo sl
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clout than any woman on the other sicde ¢
Haley will only gain political power—and, with that power, attract more atteation to their extrerse views.
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Perhaps, in their growing economic anxiety, this group of women warits to throw out incumbents they
perceive have niot sufficiently focused on their economic progress. But, of course, if the media paid more
attention to Obama’s pro-woman agenda—and both advocates and policymakers did more o broadeast
it—these key voters would know that the Democrats, not Republicans, are the politicians who have their
interests in mind.

Democrats can’t let this continue—they can’t allew Republicans to brand themselves as the arty of strong
female leaders, or allow women to gradualiy become a constitusncy of the right. That’s why it’s critical to
have standout women in the party. If Pelosi loses, is there a powerful enough Democratic woman to
compete with these Republicans in the national spotlight? There's Hillary Clinton who, as Secretary of
State, has sent a powerful signal to the country and the world abcut the importance of female leadership in
the Obama administration. But, as a technicaliy non-partisan international figure, Hillary won't be able 1o
do public battle with the rising right.

Perhaps a Governor Sink—if she wins—in Florida could be among a new class of strong female Democrats.
The Obama administration would also do well io slevate women in the executive branch and turn public

attention to those who are already ther

in addition to 'presen'z.‘.ina women as the face oif the party, Democrats must focus on issuss like long-term
care, chiid cars, and egual pay, all of which could rise to the legisiative fore in the coming mﬂr:.";hs.
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Republicans will likely directly attack or ent back investment veg, When this happens, the

YWhite Housg {and Democrais more broadiy) wonid be wise wili inean for women if these
initiatives are gutied or losi—and to fight tooth and nail fo make suve that doesiyt hapoen.
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If it doesn’t take these steps, if
2

emocratic Party
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coalition. And women, in the long run, would sutl

do nothing to value families

Neera Tanden is the chisf operating officer of the Center for American Progress. She served in the

Obama and Clinton adminisirations.
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