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From: Mills; Cheryl D <MillsCD@state.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, March 2, 2010 9:58 PM

To: H

Subject: FW: Call from NYT

FYI

From: Crowley, Philip J

Sent: Tuesday, March 02, 2010 9:57 PM

To: Thessin, James H; Mills, Cheryl D; Koh, Harold Hongju; Kennedy, Patrick F; Boswell, Eric J; Feltman, Jeffrey D
Cc: Duguid, Gordon K (PACE); Toner, Mark C; Moore, Joanne C (PA/PRS) (PACE); Fleming, John T; Ratney, Michael A
Subject: RE: Call from NYT

1 told the NYT that 17 people died in broad daylight. We took the investigation seriously from the outset. We called in
the FBI to join the investigation and more than two years later we continue to pursue the case and seek justice. We did
not attempt to characterize his purported testimony in any way.

PJ

From: Thessin, James H

Sent: Tuesday, March 02, 2010 9:55 PM

To: Crowley, Philip J; Mills, Cheryt D; Koh, Harold Hongju; Kennedy, Patrick F; Boswell, Eric J; Feltman, Jeffrey D

Cc: Duguid, Gordon K (PACE); Toner, Mark C; Moore, Joanne C (PA/PRS) (PACE); Fleming, John T; Ratney, Michael A
Subject: RE: Call from NYT

| reached out to Jesse Tampio, the L attorney who knows most about the Blackwater investigation, who is now in a
negotiation in the Marshall Islands. Here is what he responded through the DCM in Manjuro:

“Response from Jesse Tampio (transcribed over the phone):

Best,
Jim

Deputy Legal Adviser

Office of the Legal Adviser
U.S. Department of State
Washington, DC 20520-6421
202-647-8460

From: Crowiey, Philip J

Sent: Tuesday, March 02, 2010 8:37 PM

To: Mills, Cheryl D; Koh, Harold Hongju; Thessin, James H; Kennedy, Patrick F; Boswell, Eric J; Feltman, Jeffrey D
Cc: Duguid, Gordon K (PACE); Toner, Mark C; Moore, Joanne C (PA/PRS) (PACE); Fleming, John T; Ratney, Michael A
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Subject: Call from NYT
Importance: High

| just received a call from Jim Risen of the NYT. He says there were court documents unsealed this evening regarding
Blackwater and Nissour Square. In the documents, David Farrington, DS agent, claims there was a cover-up by other
RSOs who handled evidence in such a way that they hoped the case would go away. He is writing for tomorrow. We
have an immediate challenge of how to respond this evening for tomorrow’s paper and then how to respond tonight or
tomorrow when there is pick-up of the story. This will reverberate in Iraq as well. | assume that we are generally familiar
with what Mr. Farrington said in court. So what is our view of his allegations? Did we investigate what he claimed? What
were our conclusions? | would recommend a one-line response to Risen tonight but we will need more detailed
guidance for tomorrow. Let me know how to proceed and what the facts are.

PJ
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