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From: Abedin, Huma <AbedinH@state.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, March 2, 2010 6:25 AM

To: H

Subject: Fw: AP: Israeli PM: Israel must keep Jordan Valley

From: Valdez, Pablo M

To: Abedin, Huma; Sullivan, Jacob J; Reines, Philippe I; S Special Assistant; Macmanus, Joseph E; Bennett, Virginia L
Cc: SES_DutyDeputies; SES-O_SWO-Only; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; SES-O_Shift-I

Sent: Tue Mar 02 06:24:12 2010

Subject: AP: Israeli PM: Israel must keep Jordan Valley

FYL. In light of upcoming S-call. This just out.

JERUSALEM - (AP) Israel's prime minister says he won't pull out of a key part of the West Bank even if there's a peace
agreement with the Palestinians.

Benjamin Netanyahu was referring to the Jordan River Valley along the eastern border of the West Bank. Palestinians
claim all of the West Bank as part of their future state.

Netanyahu's pronouncement comes as the U.S. is pushing hard to restart peace talks. Palestinians hesitate to
negotiate because of Netanyahu's hardline attitudes and Israeli settiement construction.

‘Netanyahu told a parliamentary committee Tuesday that the Jordan Valley's strategic importance makes it impossible
for Israel to withdraw, according to a meeting participant who spoke on condition of anonymity because the meeting
was closed.
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