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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY RELEASE IN PART B5 

Date: 	Monday, October 26, 2009 
Time: 	10:00 am ET —11:00 a.m. 
Location: Ben Franklin Room and Monroe Room 
Re: 	Pre-trip Media: 2 Taped TV interviews with Dawn TV and Geo TV 

You will tape two 7-10 minute TV interviews in advance of your trip to Pakistan. Both  
interviews are embargoed until you are wheels down on Wednesday, October 28,  so there is 
no need to conceal the trip. 

The primary purpose of your interviews is to reach the people of Pakistan immediately upon 
arrival in Islamabad, and to set the tone for the trip. 

The following is the scenario for the 2 interviews: 

1. After recording videos in the Ben Franklin.  Room, you will tape a 7-10 minute 
interview with Mr. Anwar Iqbal, Senior Correspondent for Pakistan's English-
language commercial broadcaster, Dawn TV (You also conducted a interview with 
Mr. Anwar Iqbal on July 17, 2009, prior to your trip to India — transcript attached) 

2. Following the interview with Dawn TV in the Ben Franklin.  Room, you will 
proceed to the Monroe Room to tape the second interview with Mr. Sami 
Abraham of Geo TV. 

This briefing memo contains the following: 
• Affirmative trip message 
• Background on Dawn TV & Geo TV 
• Biographies of interviewers 
• Possible questions and guidance 
• Transcript of July 17 interview with Anwar Iqbal 
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AFFIRMATIVE TRIP MESSAGE 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Furtherpoints 

• 
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Epecial§ for American media: 

• 

BACKGROUND ON DAWN TV & GEO TV 

Dawn TV is the only English television channel in Pakistan. It was launched three years ago 
and is owned by the Dawn Group Newspaper, the country's oldest media organization 
founded by Jinnah (established before the creation of Pakistan in 1943). Dawn TV's 
audience is nationwide but because it is English-only, the audience is mostly well educated, 
NGO's, diplomatic and government circles. To expand reach, additional Pakistani channels 
will run the interview with Urdu sub-titles. 

Geo TV is Pakistan's largest 24-hour satellite news channel in Pakistan. The television 
network was founded in May 2002, and is part of the Independent Media Group. The 
Independent Media Group also owns Pakistan's second largest English daily newspaper (The 
News) and the largest Urdu language newspaper (Daily Jang). In 2007, the Pakistani 
government halted the transmission of Geo News following the network's coverage of the 
demonstrations against President Musharraf s suspension of the Chief Justice Chaudhry. 
Since assuming office, President Zardari has also temporarily banned Geo TV and other 
private broadcasters. The station was suspended in March 2009 following its coverage of 
protests for the restoration of the Supreme Court Justices dismissed by former President 
Musharraf. Geo TV's transmission was also suspended by the government during the siege 
of Pakistan's military headquarters by suspected Pakistani Taliban militants on October 10, 
2009. 
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BIOGRAPHIES OF INTERVIEWERS 

Mr. Anwar Iqbal has over 20 years of experience with various international media 
organizations covering a variety of beats -- from city affairs to international politics. He 
covered the phenomenon of Muslim militancy in South Asia, Africa and the Middle East for 
the past 15 years. Fluent in English, Urdu, Punjabi, Bengali, Pushto and Persian, Mr. Iqbal 
joined Dawn News in 2002, and previously worked for UPI and the News (based in 
Islamabad). He has interviewed President Obama, President George W. Bush, Israeli 
Foreign Minister Silvan Shalom (2005), National Security Adviser Gen. James Jones (2009), 
Senator John Kerry (2009), Senator Tom Harkin (2008). 

Mr. Sami Abraham has worked for the Independent Media Group of Pakistan since 1996. 
Mr. Abraham moved to the United States in 1989 and served as the DC correspondent for 
The Frontier Post until 1993, when he joined the Daily Muslim as the Senior Political 
Reporter. Mr. Abraham was an integral part of Geo TV's unprecedented efforts to provide 
coverage of the 2004 and 2008 presidential elections from Washington DC to Pakistan. Mr. 
Abraham has also interviewed former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, Nawaz Shard, Meraj 
Khalid, President Asif Ali Zardari, Former President Farooq Khan Leghari, Mujhaden leader 
Gulbadin Hikmatyar, and Ambassador Holbrook. 

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS 

Dawn TV 
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Q: 

• 
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• [Walt Whitman storyfrom Moscow....] 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Q: 

• 
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Q: A Washington Post columnist David Ignatius, while talking about the Kerry- 
Lugar bill also talks about "American hubris," the habit of lecturing others 

Q. Wall Street Journal, in a recent editorial, stresses the need for the US to be a smart 
power in dealing with others. And say that the US is not being smart in Pakistan. 

  

  

 

0 	_ 	0 	0 	1. 	 r 
Pre-Trip Media Brief Page 9 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05766868 Date: 07/31/2015 



UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05766868 Date: 07/31/2015 

B5 

• 

• 
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Geo TV 
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TRANSCRIPT OF JULY 17 INTERVIEW WITH ANWAR IQBAL 

QUESTION: So I have to get it going - very brief because I know you don't have that much time. 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Thank you. 

QUESTION: So it's about your visit to India. 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Mm-hmm. 

QUESTION: Are you going with an initiative for restarting the India-Pakistan talks? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, I'm going with the hope that has been ignited in the last 
weeks that India and Pakistan will pursue a dialogue again, and it was a very promising 
meeting between Prime Minister Gillani and Prime Minister Singh, the follow-on meeting 
between Prime Minister Singh and President Zardari, which suggests that there is an interest and a 
seriousness on the part of both governments in trying to work toward resolution of some of the 
longstanding differences. 
I have always believed, and you may have heard me say in many meetings of my friends in the 
Pakistani and American community, that Pakistan's future is unlimited. The potential for economic 
growth and for influence in the region is, in my view, as great as any country's. But there has to be 
a commitment to trying to focus on the internal developments of Pakistan, and that requires 
dealing with and trying to resolve some of the outstanding concerns. 

QUESTION: With India? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Yes, with India. 

QUESTION: And according to the media report, you're going to conclude two agreements during 
this visit: for nuclear plants and for selling 126 fighter jets to India. Do Pakistanis have reasons to 
fear the outcome of your visit? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Not at all. And we don't yet have any agreements resolved between us, 
but my goal in going to India is to work with the Indian Government on a range of issues -
agriculture, health, education, strategic cooperation, climate change, clean energy, just a very vast 
array of concern. And I think that all of these issues are ones that are important not only to 
Indians, but, I would argue, also to Pakistanis. Trade between India and Pakistan, if were ever able 
to come to that point, would benefit both countries. Cooperation across borders on matters having 
to do with agriculture, education, so many other issues would be mutually beneficial. 

So the point of our trip is to certainly broaden and deepen our relationship with India. And I will be 
coming to Pakistan in the fall and be looking to do the exact same thing with Pakistan. 

QUESTION: But whenever somebody says that they would want India to play a leading role in the 
region, and you said that this week, the Pakistanis fear that perhaps it would translate to a 
subservient role for Pakistan and will lead to bullying by Afghanistan. How would you allay these 
fears? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, that is certainly not at all what is intended. I think that what we see 
now in the region is a very courageous, sustained effort by Pakistan against the internal 
miscreants, those who would destabilize the Pakistani Government and democracy, who kill 
innocent people, who are - they are not at all part of Pakistan's future. 
And so what Pakistan is doing is, in my view, very important, as Pakistan tries to stabilize your 
democracy so that you can build on development. Actual economic development was going well. 
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There were a lot of positive steps. And some of the government's policies are working out well. 
There seems to be a growing acceptance of how Pakistan is doing with the global economic 
recession. But the constant threat from the internal terrorists is one that has to be dealt with in 
order for Pakistan to grow and flourish. 
So I see what is happening in Pakistan as a necessary set.of steps to get Pakistan to the point 
where the future is unlimited. With India, I think India has had steady growth. They've had a very 
clear set of goals that they've been able to pursue because they are a largely stable and internally 
secure country now. That's what I want to see for Pakistan. And then I think you can be in a 
friendly competition for jobs and for prosperity and for growth and for education statistics. 

I often say that when Pakistani Americans come to the United States, they are among the most 
successful people in our country, and they are among our professionals and our business leaders 
and our academics and in every other walk of life. I would hope to see a day when Pakistanis would 
have the same opportunities in their own country, and that's what I would like to work toward with 
you. 

QUESTION: You actually, help found an organization called the Pakistan Foundation. 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Yes. 

QUESTION: What are your expectations from the Pakistan Foundation? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: It's interesting because - as you know, because we have some mutual 
friends, there are so many Pakistani Americans who are very successful financially. They still have 
family in Pakistan. They travel often back to Pakistan. They have a very deep connection to their 
homeland. And I thought it would be important to try to convince Pakistani Americans to be putting 
forward financial resources to work back in Pakistan. 
And I know; I have friends who have done that. They've built schools, they've built health clinics, 
but to do it in an organized way. So we created the idea and then turned it over to the Pakistani 
Americans and the Pakistan Government, which was very interested. And so people are raising 
money and identifying projects. 
We also reached out to Pakistani American doctors and asked if they'd be willing to serve and care 
for the internally displaced people, because of the fighting against the Taliban and al-Qaeda and all 
of their allies. And so we have Pakistani American doctors taking vacation, going to Swat or Bunair 
or other places to provide medical care. 
So I think that there is an opportunity for Pakistani Americans to feel more committed and 
connected to the future that you are building in Pakistan. 

QUESTION: Now, the anti-Americanism in Pakistan. We know that both governments are 
committed to fighting terrorism, and there is a realization in Pakistan too - that this is a war that 
they need to win. But this somehow does not convey to the people there. They don't trust the US 
and still have a lot anti-American feelings. So how do you overcome this problem? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, I hope that more and more people in Pakistan understand that 
President Obama and I have no other interest than providing assistance to the Pakistani people, 
and, increasingly, Americans - not just the Pakistani Americans, but other Americans want to help 
the people of Pakistan. We are not in any way making decisions, interfering or dictating. That is not 
our intent at all. But we want to be helpful because we see this courageous fight that you are 
waging. We know how hard it is because we are fighting the same enemy. We have been attacked. 
We know what that means. 
We also see how the vast majority of Pakistanis just want a better life for themselves and their 
children. So if we can be helpful in helping to provide schools or textbooks or health programs and 
physicians, nurses, things that will actually help improve the daily lives of the people of Pakistan, 
that's what we are interested in doing. 
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QUESTION: You once said that America too - made mistakes in Pakistan. What were those 
mistakes and how would you avoid them? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, I think that if you go back and look at the history between the 
United States and Pakistan, we were not always as sensitive or understanding of the needs of the 
Pakistani people. We were not always constant in our support and our friendship for Pakistan. We 
encouraged Pakistan to create the forces that fought against the Soviet Union occupation in 
Afghanistan and then left you to deal with the aftermath. So it's been, I would argue, a relationship 
that hasn't been as constant and as effective as we would want it to be. 

Now, we will continue to make mistakes. I mean, we are just human beings; we know that. But we 
want to be as honest in admitting them as possible, learning from them, and then trying to move 
forward. We weren't as supportive of Pakistan's democracy as we could have and should have been 
in the past. 
But our goal now is to be there as a constant friend and a country that Pakistan, not just the 
government, but the people can rely on to build up more trust and understanding between us, and 
to be of assistance when asked by Pakistan. 

QUESTION: And do you have complaints against Pakistan too - particularly when you see that the 
Pakistani people, the Pakistani administration, and the Pakistani media fail to understand your 
point of view, they fail to appreciate your sentiments? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, I think it requires time. We have started a much deeper 
engagement with Pakistan on all levels. We've even established a trilateral relationship between 
the United States, Pakistan, and Afghanistan to try to work through some of the common problems 
we face. I hope that there is a growing awareness that President Obama and I care deeply about 
the future of Pakistan, and particularly want to reverse some of the misconceptions and 
perceptions that existed in the past. 
So I hope that we're going to be given a fair hearing. I hope that people will look at us and say 
there is something different here, it's not the same old, same old attitude. 
I know that President Obama, when he spoke with you, talked about how much he loved Pakistani 
food. I -- 

QUESTION: And do you? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: I echo that. I am also a fan. 
But it's more than that. It's a sense that the people of Pakistan are working hard for a better 
future. And we want to be of help. And we have no - we have no claims, we have no interest other 
than assisting you in achieving the kind of sovereignty and self-determination and very solid 
democracy, and then results for people. I mean, democracy in and of itself is only the means to an 
end of a better life, so that every child has a chance to live up to his or her God-given potential to 
get an education, to get the healthcare he or she needs, to have their parents have jobs with rising 
wages and dignity. I mean, that's what all people are looking for, and the people of Pakistan 
deserve that. 

QUESTION: Drone attacks. I think it was Senator John Kerry, who stated they are making more 
enemies than they are killing. Do you agree with this comment? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, I don't comment on any matter that is of that nature. But I think 
that what we see is what's happening on the ground with the Pakistani army and the sacrifices that 
they're making. And I think that it's important that we pursue joint efforts against those who would 
murder innocent Pakistanis, innocent Americans, innocent Indians, people who were just going 
about their daily lives and have no reason to be targeted the way that they are. 
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So our goal is to see you and help you in whatever way is appropriate to defeat the enemy who 
wants to totally, radically change Pakistan. 

QUESTION: Yesterday, you said in your speech that there was some good Taliban in Afghanistan, 
I mean, you didn't use the word, good Taliban, but indicated that. Are there good Taliban in 
Pakistan and can they be engaged too? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: I think that would be up to the Pakistani Government to determine, but it 
does seem to us that people get caught up in these organizations, sometimes because they're paid, 
sometimes because they're intimidated, sometimes because they think there is - that they mean 
something other than what they do. And for those who are willing to put down arms against the 
Pakistani Government, who are willing to renounce violence and try to work to achieve a better life 
for themselves in connection with the democracy that Pakistan is, I certainly think that it would be 
appropriate for Pakistan to consider that. 

But I am reminded that Pakistan did try that. Pakistan tried to, in a very open way, reach an 
agreement with the Taliban and their related organization. And I'm told they didn't keep it. I mean, 
they didn't abide by it. They resumed their aggressive behavior, their violence, their terrorism. So I 
think that it's up to the Pakistani Government, of course, to decide what's appropriate for Pakistan. 

QUESTION: President Obama (inaudible), in an interview, he talked about (inaudible) --

SECRETARY CLINTON: That's okay. 

QUESTION: Talked about Taliban issue - sorry, just -- 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Yeah, no problem. 

QUESTION: There are some in Pakistan who say that Indians are using Balochistan to interfere in 
BaloChistan. Will you discuss this with the India? In his inaugural speech, President Obama said 
that Kashmir is one issue that needs to be resolved. And now, your administration does not seem 
to talk about it. It seems that they no longer see Kashmir as an issue that needs to be resolved. 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, I'm going to raise everything that we believe is of significance with 
the Indian Government. I believe that it is in India's interest for Pakistan to be stable, democratic, 
free of terrorism. I think that the disputes between India and Pakistan, which are historical and 
long-standing, should be looked at with fresh eyes, and there should be an effort to build some 
mutual trust. And from what I hear, it was a very good meeting between Prime Minister Singh and 
Prime Minister Gillani. 
The United States stands ready to support the steps that India and Pakistan may take together, 
but we know that the only way these matters can be finally resolved is between the two countries, 
but it's not just the government, but the people. And so we will encourage that, but we know that 
it has to be left to Pakistan and India for there to be any resolution. 

QUESTION: So Kashmir is still seen as a dispute that needs to be resolved? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, it certainly should be on the agenda of discussion between India and 
Pakistan. 

QUESTION: Thank you very much. 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Thank you. It was good to talk to you. Thank you. 
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