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Pasted below is the Times editorial and the link to the Spectator article. 

From The Times 
November 26, 2009 
Atlantic drift 
Washington's delay in announcing its Afghanistan strategy has left Brown drifting. Obama needs to invest more time and 
attention in the transatlantic alliance President Obama declared on Tuesday that "the whole world" had a responsibility 
to help the US-led mission in Afghanistan. He would, he said, soon lay out the "obligations of our international partners". 
Those partners have been waiting a long time for the details. On Monday the President had his tenth meeting with his 
advisers to work out his strategy for Afghanistan. He has now spent almost three months considering his options, and 
has promised an announcement on deployments after the Thanksgiving holiday. 
For Gordon Brown, this cannot come too soon. After the United States, Britain is the largest contributor of troops to the 
Nato operation in Afghanistan. There has never been any suggestion that Britain has enough soldiers to pursue a 
separate strategy or that it can operate independently of the US forces, which already number some 68,000 troops. 
Until the White House decides whether to send an extra 40,000 or some figure significantly lower than the number 
requested by General Stanley McChrystal, Mr Brown cannot properly plan the best support strategy. 
It is becoming sadly apparent that Britain has been left drifting by the delays in Washington, and that the Obama 
Administration is largely unaware of the embarrassment this is causing the Government. More worryingly, this does not 
seem to be a source of concern within the Administration. Downing Street, diplomatically, turns aside any suggestion 
that it is frustrated by the nonchalance with which it is being treated. But the insistent questions on Afghanistan, the 
anger caused by the steady stream of returning war dead and the rapid crumbling of public support for the war cannot 
be answered effectively until Mr Brown is taken into American confidence and seen as a full partner in the Nato 

campaign. 
On the surface, the continuing high regard in Britain for the dynamic and articulate new President has masked these 
growling complaints. Mr Brown is not suffering, as his predecessor did, from the taint of close association with a deeply 
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